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chastise them without the help of Christian allies. I was so
aiad as to think that the Swedish King could be made to serve
the True Faith with his paltry fleets and armies. I remembered
that Finland is a Pashalik of Sweden, and that it is but a few
leagues from the Finnish border to Saint Petersburg itself."

He paused a moment, drew breath, and then decided he
could risk a further advance. "It is known to Your Omnis-
cience," he said, "that there was once a King of Sweden who
led his armies into the Russian Ukraine, who crossed our
borders into Turkey itself. Your Wisdom will tell me that it
was as a defeated suppliant that King Carl came over our
frontier, with but a beaten remnant of his army. But before
the fight, at Poltava he had been ten years a conqueror, he
had made the Tsar tremble in his very Kremlin. All these
things are as bulrushes reflected clearly in the tranquil waters
of Your Wisdom's mind. But I could not know in which
direction they pointed, whether as spear-heads of an alliance
between the Swede and the Turk or as rods to chastise the
presumption of such Giaours as offer us their contemptible
assistance."

It was best to keep one's eyes lowered after such a speech,
it was best to stare hard at the seams of one's crimson shoes.
The Sultan's face was under strict control, but some shade upon
it might suggest that his wisdom might not reflect the facts
related with quite the clarity that was Imputed to it ...
might even suggest that he had never heard of Sweden except
as a fourth-rate Power without possible effect upon the fortunes
of Europe or of Turkey. But when the Vizier looked up again,
Abdul Hamid had recovered from any surprise he might have
experienced, and was already beginning to speak with his usual
domineering quietness.

"All this is known to me," he said, "and there was no need
to speak of it again. It is an ancient tale, and my care is given
to the times in which we live. I wonder more whether this
present King is ready for a war, whether his Sweden will
follow him to battle. I have heard strange stories from his
country, stories of which you know nothing."

"I indeed know nothing," answered Yussouf, "I am here
but to execute what Your Subtlety commands. But I am told